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Legal battle ends for journalist charged after covering Muskrat
Falls protest

By Staff - The Canadian Press
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THE CANADIAN

The construction site of the hydroelectric facility at Muskrat Falls, N.L., is seen on Tuesday, July 14, 2015.

PRESS/Andrew Vaughan

0O f © &8 + A A+

https://globalnews.ca/news/7126686/legal-battle-justin-brake-end/ 1/8


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C2j0opYP8XuY3luKjBuv_vpAOioLQ-lyumYKH8gje2R4QASC6mPcVYP2AgIDYA6AB7MqwkgPIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBP8BT9A0Tzr8qYQVY37R3hSA3pJwvtfoFrwxLu7lFUWOH-cWc7fU-wdgTbu6dOUWO-UbaNkMLms9cEdgpZkICtKiIvSPMdyIJWDIm0M9ACH4xpH7lDzTvNTBV_ZpPpTRRGTXtLCB-JZIbKG_v7SBx17qTozm7hw3_jqD7g_xtL6YUl1Tp7sh50yuAsxTPHbbir-PKfI5gCv9Yk_TysnphG0ibwx8FwXYGIsbQ0BZ9oJ8QkJ4IBZAD1-6Bt8YuFUf5yk8yoU4YdNw_pEMEF9APHwbEWRe0E1KA7iMv499hKW_BnL3r3NioMGaF66wz5HqZUyk9XYw4PoW7QDpudWP-BTewAT7juPcjwLgBAGgBi6AB_y0z22oB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB-xCSyih0vr-Ad4gAoDigqwAWh0dHBzOi8vYWQuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L2RkbS90cmFja2Nsay9OMzI2MDIuMTk0MzcwMUdETi9CMjIzODA2MTkuMjQxMDEzNzA1O2RjX3Rya19haWQ9NDM4MDEzMTE4O2RjX3Rya19jaWQ9MTA3OTE1MTg2O2RjX2xhdD07ZGNfcmRpZD07dGFnX2Zvcl9jaGlsZF9kaXJlY3RlZF90cmVhdG1lbnQ9O3RmdWE9mAsByAsB4AsBgAwB2BMDiBQB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_029Kqe6pYcA6d5ALTRDPrDHMUARw&client=ca-pub-1599777167715704&nb=9&adurl=https://www.weebly.com/lp/dsp/website-plans%3Fc%3Dmkt_w_chnl:dsply_geo:big3_prtnr:ggl_tctc:rt_trgtmtd:wt_camp:g-d-rt-wt-big3_ag:30d_adtype:bnnr_adfrmt:1x1_lptype:pdsite%26dclid%3DCKvNlfWQ6OACFUQFiwodbTkMWA%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIpp7y_Yis6gIVFvHICh3rvw_iEAEYASAAEgJWRfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C2j0opYP8XuY3luKjBuv_vpAOioLQ-lyumYKH8gje2R4QASC6mPcVYP2AgIDYA6AB7MqwkgPIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBP8BT9A0Tzr8qYQVY37R3hSA3pJwvtfoFrwxLu7lFUWOH-cWc7fU-wdgTbu6dOUWO-UbaNkMLms9cEdgpZkICtKiIvSPMdyIJWDIm0M9ACH4xpH7lDzTvNTBV_ZpPpTRRGTXtLCB-JZIbKG_v7SBx17qTozm7hw3_jqD7g_xtL6YUl1Tp7sh50yuAsxTPHbbir-PKfI5gCv9Yk_TysnphG0ibwx8FwXYGIsbQ0BZ9oJ8QkJ4IBZAD1-6Bt8YuFUf5yk8yoU4YdNw_pEMEF9APHwbEWRe0E1KA7iMv499hKW_BnL3r3NioMGaF66wz5HqZUyk9XYw4PoW7QDpudWP-BTewAT7juPcjwLgBAGgBi6AB_y0z22oB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB-xCSyih0vr-Ad4gAoDigqwAWh0dHBzOi8vYWQuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L2RkbS90cmFja2Nsay9OMzI2MDIuMTk0MzcwMUdETi9CMjIzODA2MTkuMjQxMDEzNzA1O2RjX3Rya19haWQ9NDM4MDEzMTE4O2RjX3Rya19jaWQ9MTA3OTE1MTg2O2RjX2xhdD07ZGNfcmRpZD07dGFnX2Zvcl9jaGlsZF9kaXJlY3RlZF90cmVhdG1lbnQ9O3RmdWE9mAsByAsB4AsBgAwB2BMDiBQB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_029Kqe6pYcA6d5ALTRDPrDHMUARw&client=ca-pub-1599777167715704&nb=19&adurl=https://www.weebly.com/lp/dsp/website-plans%3Fc%3Dmkt_w_chnl:dsply_geo:big3_prtnr:ggl_tctc:rt_trgtmtd:wt_camp:g-d-rt-wt-big3_ag:30d_adtype:bnnr_adfrmt:1x1_lptype:pdsite%26dclid%3DCKvNlfWQ6OACFUQFiwodbTkMWA%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIpp7y_Yis6gIVFvHICh3rvw_iEAEYASAAEgJWRfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C2j0opYP8XuY3luKjBuv_vpAOioLQ-lyumYKH8gje2R4QASC6mPcVYP2AgIDYA6AB7MqwkgPIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBP8BT9A0Tzr8qYQVY37R3hSA3pJwvtfoFrwxLu7lFUWOH-cWc7fU-wdgTbu6dOUWO-UbaNkMLms9cEdgpZkICtKiIvSPMdyIJWDIm0M9ACH4xpH7lDzTvNTBV_ZpPpTRRGTXtLCB-JZIbKG_v7SBx17qTozm7hw3_jqD7g_xtL6YUl1Tp7sh50yuAsxTPHbbir-PKfI5gCv9Yk_TysnphG0ibwx8FwXYGIsbQ0BZ9oJ8QkJ4IBZAD1-6Bt8YuFUf5yk8yoU4YdNw_pEMEF9APHwbEWRe0E1KA7iMv499hKW_BnL3r3NioMGaF66wz5HqZUyk9XYw4PoW7QDpudWP-BTewAT7juPcjwLgBAGgBi6AB_y0z22oB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB-xCSyih0vr-Ad4gAoDigqwAWh0dHBzOi8vYWQuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L2RkbS90cmFja2Nsay9OMzI2MDIuMTk0MzcwMUdETi9CMjIzODA2MTkuMjQxMDEzNzA1O2RjX3Rya19haWQ9NDM4MDEzMTE4O2RjX3Rya19jaWQ9MTA3OTE1MTg2O2RjX2xhdD07ZGNfcmRpZD07dGFnX2Zvcl9jaGlsZF9kaXJlY3RlZF90cmVhdG1lbnQ9O3RmdWE9mAsByAsB4AsBgAwB2BMDiBQB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_029Kqe6pYcA6d5ALTRDPrDHMUARw&client=ca-pub-1599777167715704&nb=0&adurl=https://www.weebly.com/lp/dsp/website-plans%3Fc%3Dmkt_w_chnl:dsply_geo:big3_prtnr:ggl_tctc:rt_trgtmtd:wt_camp:g-d-rt-wt-big3_ag:30d_adtype:bnnr_adfrmt:1x1_lptype:pdsite%26dclid%3DCKvNlfWQ6OACFUQFiwodbTkMWA%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIpp7y_Yis6gIVFvHICh3rvw_iEAEYASAAEgJWRfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C2j0opYP8XuY3luKjBuv_vpAOioLQ-lyumYKH8gje2R4QASC6mPcVYP2AgIDYA6AB7MqwkgPIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBP8BT9A0Tzr8qYQVY37R3hSA3pJwvtfoFrwxLu7lFUWOH-cWc7fU-wdgTbu6dOUWO-UbaNkMLms9cEdgpZkICtKiIvSPMdyIJWDIm0M9ACH4xpH7lDzTvNTBV_ZpPpTRRGTXtLCB-JZIbKG_v7SBx17qTozm7hw3_jqD7g_xtL6YUl1Tp7sh50yuAsxTPHbbir-PKfI5gCv9Yk_TysnphG0ibwx8FwXYGIsbQ0BZ9oJ8QkJ4IBZAD1-6Bt8YuFUf5yk8yoU4YdNw_pEMEF9APHwbEWRe0E1KA7iMv499hKW_BnL3r3NioMGaF66wz5HqZUyk9XYw4PoW7QDpudWP-BTewAT7juPcjwLgBAGgBi6AB_y0z22oB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB-xCSyih0vr-Ad4gAoDigqwAWh0dHBzOi8vYWQuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L2RkbS90cmFja2Nsay9OMzI2MDIuMTk0MzcwMUdETi9CMjIzODA2MTkuMjQxMDEzNzA1O2RjX3Rya19haWQ9NDM4MDEzMTE4O2RjX3Rya19jaWQ9MTA3OTE1MTg2O2RjX2xhdD07ZGNfcmRpZD07dGFnX2Zvcl9jaGlsZF9kaXJlY3RlZF90cmVhdG1lbnQ9O3RmdWE9mAsByAsB4AsBgAwB2BMDiBQB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_029Kqe6pYcA6d5ALTRDPrDHMUARw&client=ca-pub-1599777167715704&nb=7&adurl=https://www.weebly.com/lp/dsp/website-plans%3Fc%3Dmkt_w_chnl:dsply_geo:big3_prtnr:ggl_tctc:rt_trgtmtd:wt_camp:g-d-rt-wt-big3_ag:30d_adtype:bnnr_adfrmt:1x1_lptype:pdsite%26dclid%3DCKvNlfWQ6OACFUQFiwodbTkMWA%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIpp7y_Yis6gIVFvHICh3rvw_iEAEYASAAEgJWRfD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C2j0opYP8XuY3luKjBuv_vpAOioLQ-lyumYKH8gje2R4QASC6mPcVYP2AgIDYA6AB7MqwkgPIAQngAgCoAwHIAwqqBP8BT9A0Tzr8qYQVY37R3hSA3pJwvtfoFrwxLu7lFUWOH-cWc7fU-wdgTbu6dOUWO-UbaNkMLms9cEdgpZkICtKiIvSPMdyIJWDIm0M9ACH4xpH7lDzTvNTBV_ZpPpTRRGTXtLCB-JZIbKG_v7SBx17qTozm7hw3_jqD7g_xtL6YUl1Tp7sh50yuAsxTPHbbir-PKfI5gCv9Yk_TysnphG0ibwx8FwXYGIsbQ0BZ9oJ8QkJ4IBZAD1-6Bt8YuFUf5yk8yoU4YdNw_pEMEF9APHwbEWRe0E1KA7iMv499hKW_BnL3r3NioMGaF66wz5HqZUyk9XYw4PoW7QDpudWP-BTewAT7juPcjwLgBAGgBi6AB_y0z22oB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUbqAeW2BuoB8LaG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB-xCSyih0vr-Ad4gAoDigqwAWh0dHBzOi8vYWQuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L2RkbS90cmFja2Nsay9OMzI2MDIuMTk0MzcwMUdETi9CMjIzODA2MTkuMjQxMDEzNzA1O2RjX3Rya19haWQ9NDM4MDEzMTE4O2RjX3Rya19jaWQ9MTA3OTE1MTg2O2RjX2xhdD07ZGNfcmRpZD07dGFnX2Zvcl9jaGlsZF9kaXJlY3RlZF90cmVhdG1lbnQ9O3RmdWE9mAsByAsB4AsBgAwB2BMDiBQB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_029Kqe6pYcA6d5ALTRDPrDHMUARw&client=ca-pub-1599777167715704&nb=8&adurl=https://www.weebly.com/lp/dsp/website-plans%3Fc%3Dmkt_w_chnl:dsply_geo:big3_prtnr:ggl_tctc:rt_trgtmtd:wt_camp:g-d-rt-wt-big3_ag:30d_adtype:bnnr_adfrmt:1x1_lptype:pdsite%26dclid%3DCKvNlfWQ6OACFUQFiwodbTkMWA%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIpp7y_Yis6gIVFvHICh3rvw_iEAEYASAAEgJWRfD_BwE
https://globalnews.ca/crime/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7126686/legal-battle-justin-brake-end/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews%2Eca%2Fnews%2F7126686%2Flegal-battle-justin-brake-end%2F
whatsapp://send?text=Legal%20battle%20ends%20for%20journalist%20charged%20after%20covering%20Muskrat%20Falls%20protest%20%7C%20Globalnews.ca%20-%20https%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews%2Eca%2Fnews%2F7126686%2Flegal-battle-justin-brake-end%2F
mailto:?Subject=Legal%20battle%20ends%20for%20journalist%20charged%20after%20covering%20Muskrat%20Falls%20protest%20%7C%20Globalnews.ca&body=%0D%0ALegal%20battle%20ends%20for%20journalist%20charged%20after%20covering%20Muskrat%20Falls%20protest%20%7C%20Globalnews.ca%0D%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews%2Eca%2Fnews%2F7126686%2Flegal-battle-justin-brake-end%2F%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A
https://globalnews.ca/news/7126686/legal-battle-justin-brake-end/
https://globalnews.ca/
https://globalnews.ca/top-trending
https://globalnews.ca/videos
https://globalnews.ca/halifax/
https://globalnews.ca/
https://globalnews.ca/pages/email-alerts/

01/07/2020 Legal battle ends for journalist charged after covering Muskrat Falls protest | Globalnews.ca

A criminal mischief charge has been dismissed against a journalist who was
covering an Indigenous-led occupation at the Muskrat Falls work site in
Labrador nearly four years ago.

A Crown lawyer told a Newfoundland and Labrador provincial court judge
Tuesday that evidence would not be called in Justin Brake’s case, which his
lawyer Geoff Budden said was set for trial in July.

READ MORE: Mischief charge against reporter who covered Muskrat Falls
protest will proceed

It marks the end of a years-long legal battle for Brake, who faced civil and
criminal charges after he entered the Muskrat Falls site in October 2016.

People had entered the site to protest potential contamination of wild foods
once the land was flooded for a reservoir, and Brake was reporting on the
event for online news outlet The Independent.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW ADVERTISEMENT

Justin Brake y
@JustinBrakeNews

This morning the crown informed an NL Provincial
Court Judge that it did not wish to submit evidence in
my case, bringing an end to an almost four-year-long
legal saga that arose from my coverage of the 2016
Indigenous-led occupation of #MuskratFalls in
Labrador. 1/x
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He was later charaed with civil and criminal contemnt of a court-ordered
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01/07/2020 Legal battle ends for journalist charged after covering Muskrat Falls protest | Globalnews.ca
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injunction and with criminal mischief over $5,000 for alleged financial losses
to the project.

TRENDING STORIES

Little Caesars staff fired after couple finds pepperoni swastika on
their pizza

U.S. buys up worldwide stock of remdesivir, drug seen as potential
COVID-19 treatment

In March 2019, provincial Appeal Court Justice Derek Green dismissed the
civil charge, writing in his decision that Brake had established himself as a
journalist and his actions did not fall within the injunction’s scope.

1:58

N.L. premier denies reports Liberal party pushed him out

Green’s written decision also addressed the “vital” importance of press
freedom when covering Indigenous-led land protests.
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https://globalnews.ca/news/7126686/legal-battle-justin-brake-end/ 3/8


https://globalnews.ca/news/7124442/little-caesars-swastika-pepperoni/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7127951/us-remdesivir-supply-coronavirus/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6CrYFoT8Xr-6H9axowaTiIDwC4qC0Ppc7qCCh_II3tkeEAEgupj3FWD9gICA2AOgAezKsJIDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgSDAk_QbazTixLrmsrTsW5P6WH3u8uql41OS3lfLgSBJop2Tzzq69fRp7XiKGddeJ_eokAb9gvhYzjQHn4r-Adb87dNn58vawJagzjnwAKHR1CtHP8PW9JddFwyUhPkSNUE90Sgn8EA_L1kF1aUsj4cl7yt_kcBw_z4fkzi5APgJQueC4MybKD79fcD48IGU-JT2qMxjhZiRgn94Lp7QTfTJgLLCHVb3-8zwIDHhRoAyHBnETfECKlN0F1yDHUbd5RHpXY7OO6Qsu56mTaILtK6VtMKU-Pu6uNeqpYIFuhNTUa8qIeKa71OpLXHrd7FjQcz82LxOeEO-uxHx8vTJeb8PFRuc2fABPuO49yPAuAEAaAGLoAH_LTPbagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHwtob2AcA0ggHCIBhEAEYH7EJUXKO2A8f4QSACgOKCrABaHR0cHM6Ly9hZC5kb3VibGVjbGljay5uZXQvZGRtL3RyYWNrY2xrL04zMjYwMi4xOTQzNzAxR0ROL0IyMjM4MDYxOS4yNDEwMTM3MDU7ZGNfdHJrX2FpZD00MzgwMTMxMTg7ZGNfdHJrX2NpZD0xMDc5MTQzNDk7ZGNfbGF0PTtkY19yZGlkPTt0YWdfZm9yX2NoaWxkX2RpcmVjdGVkX3RyZWF0bWVudD07dGZ1YT2YCwHICwHgCwGADAHYEwOIFAE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoT4Jhrf5DYuNzSeqAYC9A4w&sig=AOD64_1gaG4SHRe10zdF3Ya10P8zTFAhbA&client=ca-pub-1599777167715704&nb=9&adurl=https://www.weebly.com/lp/dsp/hundreds-of-apps%3Fc%3Dmkt_w_chnl:dsply_geo:big3_prtnr:ggl_tctc:rt_trgtmtd:wt_camp:g-d-rt-wt-big3_ag:30d_adtype:bnnr_adfrmt:1x1_lptype:pdsite%26dclid%3DCPP4jKqQ6OACFcK43godRUAFsg%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIv52CtIms6gIV1tjICh0TBAC-EAEYASAAEgK_pPD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAXtW1tbW251bGwsWzEsOSwyMSwzN11dLFtudWxsLCJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZWFkcy5nLmRvdWJsZWNsaWNrLm5ldC9wYWdlYWQvY29udmVyc2lvbi8_-JYWPcmXiFEmB8tSvZYeX6ArmhRRXVZ49H5niuiu-_qbVWqVtFwve8_W2uW6Y0zgZ4f_Qt51yWKqy4ojSI2ULRPdkIcTdC6n7jx6GYkFfPpUbJL-VOwxJXNg0IK8HfXsY5bkeVALrybz3kkGU6YDLWKcDr4fgk6bTi8lR9Q-Sdb22cjS-b8_I7onTg7Nf3CzvM9wIrY1udkTb7TS0mdf6wyGbI6e_R3mVygFKBzZdMVrlh5k4qRz1eApvsPg0scb-PSm8PYjY1ImhyT-CXKL9OoHYxtjyfDZqyAiWE8jOrdmGVU9rYCranuU-fcja-d_u-ds1rpcxP9JZ,-LtL-lr6O62xsKWn5afxKQ&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAXtW1tbW251bGwsWzEsOSwyMSwzN11dLFtudWxsLCJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZWFkcy5nLmRvdWJsZWNsaWNrLm5ldC9wYWdlYWQvY29udmVyc2lvbi8_-JYWPcmXiFEmB8tSvZYeX6ArmhRRXVZ49H5niuiu-_qbVWqVtFwve8_W2uW6Y0zgZ4f_Qt51yWKqy4ojSI2ULRPdkIcTdC6n7jx6GYkFfPpUbJL-VOwxJXNg0IK8HfXsY5bkeVALrybz3kkGU6YDLWKcDr4fgk6bTi8lR9Q-Sdb22cjS-b8_I7onTg7Nf3CzvM9wIrY1udkTb7TS0mdf6wyGbI6e_R3mVygFKBzZdMVrlh5k4qRz1eApvsPg0scb-PSm8PYjY1ImhyT-CXKL9OoHYxtjyfDZqyAiWE8jOrdmGVU9rYCranuU-fcja-d_u-ds1rpcxP9JZ,-LtL-lr6O62xsKWn5afxKQ&source=display

01/07/2020 Legal battle ends for journalist charged after covering Muskrat Falls protest | Globalnews.ca

After Green’s decision, the Crown dropped the criminal contempt charge but
had planned to continue with the criminal mischief charge until reversing
course this week.

READ MORE: Legal path forward unclear after Muskrat Falls inquiry report
released

Budden said the result was a relief for Brake after years battling the charges.

He said the Crown came to the right decision by concluding it was not in the
interest of justice to proceed with a trial that would have taken up court time
and other resources.

“It’s really in the interest of everyone, not just our client but of the community
generally, that it was dealt with in the way it was today,” Budden said Tuesday.

This report by The Canadian Press was first published June 30, 2020.
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