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The RCMP and so cial ser vices agen cies of the day did not do enough to pur sue the in ves ti ga -
tion of Dr. Stephen James Collins, who was con victed in the 1980s of sex u ally abus ing chil -
dren, says a lawyer who’s been on the case for sev eral years on be half of peo ple who say they
were Collins’ vic tims.

St. John’s lawyer Bob Buck ing ham launched two civil cases. One was set tled and the other is
still be fore the courts. He also has sev eral other clients and thinks Collins should face the
crim i nal jus tice sys tem again.
“(The RCMP) should have gone after him. They should have con tin ued the in ves ti ga tion,”
Buck ing ham said. “And then he does min i mal amount of time in jail.”
He said Collins was able to ma nip u late adults and chil dren into a level of trust in ru ral New -
found land be cause he was a “dou ble god” — both a doc tor and an or dained min is ter.
But once he was caught out, po lice should have broad ened the in ves ti ga tion, and so cial ser -
vices and other agen cies should have made sure ad e quate coun selling was put in place for his
vic tims and their fam i lies, Buck ing ham said.
“What I am say ing, the po lice, once they un der stood he was a pe dophile, should have gone
back in along with so cial ser vices and con tin ued on with their in ves ti ga tion, but they did not
do it,” he said, adding vic tims su� er from on go ing trauma as a re sult of the abuse, in clud ing
post-trau matic stress disorder.
The o� ences for which Collins was crim i nally con victed in volved young chil dren rang ing in
age from seven to 11 over the pe riod 1975-86. All but two of the chil dren were fe male.
The in ci dents con sisted of the dis play and en cour age ment of nu dity, pho tograph ing and dis -
play ing photographs of nude chil dren, fondling, kiss ing, mas tur ba tion, oral sex and at tempts
at sex ual in ter course with a fe male child.
In 1986, Collins pleaded guilty to seven counts of sex ual as sault and four counts of in de cent
as sault on the 11 chil dren.
On ap peal in 1987, Collins was sentenced to two years in prison and three years’ pro ba tion,
dur ing which time he was to re ceive treat ment.
Buck ing ham said one of his clients — not among those 11 from the 1980s case — went to the
RCMP about a year ago to make a crim i nal com plaint.
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The RCMP did not com ment on whether there is a new in ves ti ga tion.
The United Church of Canada, named as a sec ond de fen dant in three civil cases against
Collins, has de nied li a bil ity or re spon si bil ity for Collins’ ac tions in a state ment of de fence in
Buck ing ham’s civil case that is still be fore the courts.
The Tele gram has cho sen not to name the woman who launched the law suit in 2013, be cause
of the na ture of the sex ual abuse claims from her child hood, when she said she at tended the
youth choir led by Collins.
The church said at the time, Collins was prac tis ing medicine and was a vol un teer with the
church, and any abuse that may have been car ried out by him was un con nected to his ac tiv i -
ties with the church.
Collins, who grew up in Africa after be ing born there to mis sion ary par ents, served as a min -
is ter in Labrador. After at tend ing med i cal school in On tario, he re turned to the prov ince to
prac tise medicine in Baie Verte and La Scie. He then acted in a lay ca pac ity with the church,
in clud ing roles in adult and youth choirs.
He is be lieved to be liv ing some where in An gola, but lawyers say they haven’t been able to
track down his ad dress. The lawyer who rep re sented him in the set tled law suit is no longer his
lawyer.
Buck ing ham’s two cases aren’t the only civil ones fac ing the United Church and Collins.
On Fri day, Wil liam His cock of Budden and As so ciates ap peared at Supreme Court of New -
found land and Labrador be fore Jus tice Deb o rah Pa que tte to seek per mis sion for his client to
pro ceed as a Jane Doe case against Collins, with the church as a sec ond de fen dant.
The woman in His cock’s civil case was not among the 11 chil dren Collins was con victed of
abus ing in the 1980s.
No state ment of claim has yet been �led in her case. Fri day’s ap pli ca tion sought ap proval to
pro ceed as “Jane Doe” and with out nam ing her home com mu nity.
But Pa que tte sought some clar i � ca tion on an a�  davit from a so cial worker that ac com pa nied
the ap pli ca tion, and the mat ter was set over un til early De cem ber.
In re sponse to The Tele gram, the United Church of Canada said it can not com ment on a case
that is be fore the courts, but the church is well aware of Collins’ 1980s con vic tion. He was
placed on the discontinued ser vice list in 1986, and is there fore no longer a United Church
min is ter.
The church �rst drafted a sex ual abuse pol icy in 1993 and it was last up dated in 2011.
The church main tains it does not tol er ate and will seek to erad i cate any be hav iour by vol un -
teers, clergy, lay min is ters, em ploy ees and oth ers that con sti tutes sex ual abuse or child
abuse.
In the Jane Doe case launched in 2005, Collins’ state ment of de fence stated that when he sex -
u ally as saulted that par tic u lar Jane Doe as a child, he “at the time … su� ered from a men tal
dis ease known as het ero sex ual pe dophilia … a com pul sive pro cliv ity to en gage in sex ual con -
tact and be hav iour with pre-pubescent fe males.”
The Jane Doe in the 2005 case was among the chil dren in volved in the 1980s crim i nal case.
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Collins’ �rst pas toral po si tion in the prov ince was in 1963 in Labrador. Around 1974, he be gan
prac tis ing medicine in Baie Verte. After trop i cal medicine train ing and a two-year post ing to
Zaire, Africa, he went to La Scie in 1983.


