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Survivors of abuse by members of St. John's
Archdiocese will finally begin receiving compensation
Court orders the release of claims adjudication results

Representing the Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of St. John's, lawyer Geoffrey Spencer tells
Newfoundland and Labrador Supreme Court June 28, 2024 the archdiocese is close to finalizing dozens of real
estate transactions as it settles claims with survivors of clergy abuse.
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ST. JOHN'S, N.L. — Survivors of abuse by members of the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of St. John’s will likely start receiving their compensation money this
summer.

Some of them were present in Newfoundland and Labrador Supreme Court
Friday, June 28, as Justice Garrett Handrigan issued an order for the adjudication
results of their claims to be released to their lawyers in the coming days.

The order was agreed upon by all parties involved, including counsel for the
Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of St. John's (RCECSJ), claimants, claims
officer Global Resolutions Inc., and the archdiocese’s insolvency monitor, Ernst &
Young.

'Done in short order'

Adjustments will be made to some of the claim amounts, as Global Resolutions
receives documentation regarding settlements some of the claimants had
previously made with the province or the Irish Christian Brothers organizations
in Canada and the U.S.

There will also a period of time for potential appeals of the compensation
awards.

“We are confident we should be able to get this done in short order,” RCECSJ
lawyer Geoffrey Spencer said.

367 claimes filed

A total of 367 claims were filed against the RCECSJ.

At least nine of the abuse victims have died since July 2020, when the
archdiocese was found vicariously liable for the sexual abuse perpetrated by
Christian Brothers at Mount Cashel Orphanage and other Roman Catholic clergy
in St. John’s during the 1950s and 1960s.

The adjudication process was initially expected to have been completed by the
end of 2023 but was subsequently delayed until now, due to the volume of
claims.
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Bankruptcy protection extended

The RCECSJ has been in bankruptcy protection for two years as it sells off
churches, schools and other assets to raise money to settle the claims. On Friday,
it received another extension to that protection.

Spencer told the court the RCECSJ has closed 11 real estate transactions since it
was last granted an extension a few months ago, and is close to closing another
25.

It has also nearly finalized the $13-million sale of 38 school properties to the
provincial government.

“I can tell you we’re pretty much there and we anticipate that will be closed in
the very near future,” Spencer said.

Plan coming in August

The matter will return to court in August.

Lawyer Geoff Budden, who represents 219 of the claimants, told SaltWire he was
pleased to have a firm commitment for the release of the adjudication results.

“The next court appearance will likely be to confirm a distribution plan that will
finally see our clients receive financial compensation,” he said.
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