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Judge issues injunction preventing parishioners, who had vowed to stop the sale of the church, from interfering
Tara Bradbury
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Holy Rosary Church in Portugal Cove South. - PHOTO BY FACEBOOK PHOTO COURTESY OF PCS HISTORICAL CORPORATION
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Holy Rosary Church parishioners are disappointed at how things have evolved with their archdiocese over the past few years, and could not have predicted
that the church would be sold, a St. John’s judge accepted this week.
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“They are wrong in law, but I accept the spirit in which they acted,” Newfoundland and Labrador Supreme Court Justice Garrett Handrigan wrote in a
decision released Thursday, May 22, determining the Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of St. John’s (RCECSJ) owns the church and is entitled to sell it
as part of its ongoing efforts to raise the money needed to settle with survivors of sexual abuse by its clergy.

St. John’s lawyer Geoff Budden, who represents more than 200 of the survivors, told The Telegram he appreciates the parishioners’ desire to preserve the
church and is hoping they will consider buying it.

“We share Justice Handrigan’s respect for the passion the members of the community of Portugal Cove South have for their town and the church,” Budden
said. “We wish them well and encourage them to explore the possibility of purchasing that church as a permanent community asset.”

STORY CONTINUES BELOW
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Holy Rosary Church is currently listed for sale with an asking price of $48,000.

The archdiocese has raised roughly $44 million, through the sale of its assets, of the more than $100 million claim awarded to survivors of sexual abuse by
Christian Brothers at Mount Cashel Orphanage and other Roman Catholic clergy, for which it has been held vicariously liable.

READ MORE

‘We will do all in our power to stop anyone from purchasing the property’

After the last mass at Holy Rosary in September 2024, members of the PCS Historical Corporation vowed to prevent the 108-year-old church from being sold
as part of the court-supervised liquidation of RCECSJ assets, installing new locks on the doors and letting the archbishop know, “As a united community, we
will do all in our power to stop anyone from purchasing the property.”

STORY CONTINUES BELOW
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The group did that last June, when the archdiocese signed a sale agreement with a buyer for the church, but he later backed out with concerns over whether
he’d be able to take possession of it as scheduled, given the residents’ actions.

The historical corporation — formed in 2015 with a mandate to preserve, restore, develop and promote Portugal Cove South’s historical and cultural assets,
including the church — helped raise more than $130,000 to renovate the building, which was badly in need of repair, five years ago.

The organization argued in court that a priest told them years ago the church belonged to the community, and that’s why they formed the corporation and led
the fundraising for its repairs.

The Telegram has contacted the organization and requested a comment on the decision.

Archdiocese has owned the church since at least 1956

STORY CONTINUES BELOW
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The RCECSJ argued it was given the land and had owned the church since at least 1956, and the corporation had not provided any proof that it owned the
property, expected to be compensated for the money it raised, or that the donations were meant to establish a trust.

Justice Handrigan agreed, and said the corporation was “widely” overstating the amount of money it had raised itself for the renovations, compared to funds
from donations and grants administered through the RCECSJ.

The corporation members rebuilt the church as parishioners without telling the archdiocese they expected to be compensated for their efforts, or
demonstrating in any way that they wanted compensation until the archdiocese began efforts to sell the building, the judge stated.

“The residents and the historical corporation have essentially ‘taken the law into their own hands,” Handrigan wrote.

“They are neither the legal owners of the property, nor do they have any equitable interest in it. Changing the locks on the doors and warning people to stay
away are not merely acts of defiance or elements of civil disobedience, they are breaches of the peace.”

Handrigan granted the archdiocese’s request for a permanent order preventing the parishioners from interfering with the sale, but declined to order them to
pay the archdiocese’s costs for bringing the issue to court.

QOQD o

https://www.saltwire.com/newfoundland-labrador/st-johns-court-rules-archdiocese-owns-holy-rosary-church 3/5


mailto:?Subject=I%20saw%20this%20on%20PNI%20Atlantic%20News&Body=https%3A//saltwire.com/newfoundland-labrador/st-johns-court-rules-archdiocese-owns-holy-rosary-church
https://www.reddit.com/submit?kind=link&url=https%3A//saltwire.com/newfoundland-labrador/st-johns-court-rules-archdiocese-owns-holy-rosary-church&title=
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A//saltwire.com/newfoundland-labrador/st-johns-court-rules-archdiocese-owns-holy-rosary-church&text=Parishioners%20encouraged%20to%20consider%20buying%20Holy%20Rosary%20Church%20after%20St.%20John%27s%20court%20rule%20archdiocese%20rightful%20owner&via=
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https%3A//saltwire.com/newfoundland-labrador/st-johns-court-rules-archdiocese-owns-holy-rosary-church

