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Another payment may soon be coming for survivors of Mount Cashel
and elsewhere
St. John's Roman Catholic Archdiocese has liquidated nearly all its assets
Tara Bradbury

Published Jun 12, 2025  •  2 minute read

The Supreme Court of Newfoundland and Labrador courthouse in St. John's. PHOTO BY THE TELEGRAM/FILE PHOTO

Another roughly $15 million in compensation could soon reach survivors of clergy abuse, as the Roman Catholic Episcopal Corporation of St. John’s
(RCECSJ) returns to court Thursday, June 12, to seek approval for another payout.

If Newfoundland and Labrador Supreme Court Justice Garrett Handrigan approves the requested order, it will mark the third distribution to the claimants,
increasing their payout to 30.7 per cent of what they’re due overall.
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More than 300 abuse survivors have been awarded roughly $121.3 million from the archdiocese, which the courts have found vicariously liable for sexual
abuse perpetrated by Christian Brothers at Mount Cashel Orphanage and other Roman Catholic clergy in the 1950s and 1960s.

The RCECSJ — the legal arm of the archdiocese — filed for creditor protection in December 2021 as it began the process of selling its assets to pay the
compensation.

Last fall, Handrigan approved two interim distribution orders totaling $22.3 million. The RCECSJ paid it out to 293 people whose claims were approved by
the court-appointed adjudicator.

People who successfully appealed their rejected claims after that money was distributed, and the estates of those who have died since the start of the claims
process, have yet to receive any money, but the archdiocese proposes to include them in the payout if the current order is approved.

Nearly all assets have now been liquidated
According to the latest report by court-appointed monitor Ernst & Young, the RCECSJ expects to have just over $4 million left by the end of September. It is
asking the court for an extension to the creditor protection process until then.
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The archdiocese still has a long way to go to collect the total amount it needs to compensate claimants.

“The corporation has substantively liquidated all of its assets for the benefit of its creditors, including past victims of sexual abuse,” the report reads.

The RCECSJ has sold 116 of its 131 properties, including churches, schools and vacant land.

It has accepted offers on 10 others, and there are five more still listed for sale.

Private discussions with other potentially liable parties
There are other potential sources of money, however.

The report indicates the RCECSJ is also in private discussions with other unnamed parties that may have some responsibility to compensate the survivors.

Lawyer Geoff Budden, who represents some of the claimants, suggested to The Telegram in April that other parties might include the province and various
other Roman Catholic entities, with which some of the abusers were associated.

There are also insurance policies, including one that’s the subject of an appeal after the court found it void due to the RCECSJ’s failure to disclose sexual
abuse claims.
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